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Abstract. The paper presents several considerations regarding hop culture and beer
production at the international level in the last years.
In the period 2001-2012, the hops have dropped continuously from 58,903 ha to
46,971 ha (-20.3%), and the hop productions were located between 85,585 mt in
2006 and 113,669 mt in 2009. During this period, the production of beer increased
from 1,424 million hl in 2001 at 1,951 million hl in 2012.
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The evolution of the surface with hops in the world is in relation
with the dynamics of the production of beer and existing conditions in the
growing countries of the hops.
Based on data provided by The Barth Reports Hops shows that
between 2001-2012 hop surfaces in the world have a significant gradual
reduction with 11,932 ha from 58,903 ha in 2001 at 46,971 ha in 2012.
Table 1 shows the dynamics of surfaces and hop productions at the
international level in the period 2001-2012, the productions of alpha acids,
the productions of beer and the specific consumption of alpha acids per
hectolitre of beer.
Table 2 shows surfaces and hop productions in the world and
productions of alpha acids by country in 2012.
Total productions of the hop cones during this period have been
maintained (85,585-113,669 mt) and the average yields increased to values
between 1.63-2.07 t/ha in correlations with aromatic and bitter variety
structure and level of technologies applied in countries that cultivate hops.
In the last five years (2008-2012), average yields are located between 1.90-
2.07 t/ha. Productions of alpha acids are also variables (6,722-10,952 mt),
higher during the last five years.
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Table 1
Dynamics of the surfaces and hop production in the world, alpha acid









































































































In the world, in the year 2009 were cultivated 56,767 ha with a
production of 113,669 mt (2.0 t/ha), and only 48,529 ha in 2011 and a
production of 100,604 mt (2.07 t/ha).
As the results in table 2, Germany cultivated largest surface with the
hop 17,128 ha (36.5% of world surface), with a total production of 34,475
mt (38.7% of global production) and an average production of 2,0 t/ha,
followed by the USA with 12,923 ha (27.5%) and a production of 27,782 mt
(31,2%) and a average yield of 2,1 t/ha, by Czech Republic, with 4366 ha
and a production of 4,338 mt (0,99 t/ha) and by China with 3,989 ha and a
production of 10,188 mt (2.5 t/ha). In 2012, the world production of alpha
acids (9,139 mt) is provided mainly by Germany (3,674 mt, 40.2% of total)
and by USA (3,490 mt, 38.2% of global production).
Balance of the alpha acid production of the world hops production
during 2008-2012 are presented in table 3.
In the last five years, the production of alpha acids was more than
necessary.
From table 1 results that the production of beer in the world
increased from 1,424 million hl (2001) at 1,951 million hl (2012) and the
specific consumption have decreased  systematically from 5.4 g/hl in 2011
at 4.3 g alpha acids/hl of beer in 2012. Total production of beer has
increased during this period with 527 million hl.
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Table 2




































































































































































































































The brewing industry knows a strong development in the last 12
years, mainly in  Asia, Latin America and Africa (table 4).
Table 4
Dynamics of the world beer productions on continentes during 2001-2012
(in million hl)





















































































If in Europe, Oceania and even America, in recent years it is noticed
a stagnation in the level of the beer production in Asia it increases with 318
million hl in 12 years and in Africa with 65 million hl.
It is interesting to point ont that in 2012 a total of 40 countries have
produced   1,786 million hl, representing 91.5% of the global production of
beer (table 5).
The five most important beer producing countries are China, The
USA, Brazil, Russia and Germany. This countries with 1,044 million hl
have 53,4% of global beer production and China with 490 million hl
produces 25,1% of world beer production.
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Table 5
World beer production – Top 40 countries 2012
No. Country Production of beer in million hl
2000 2010 2011 2012


























































































































































































































37 Denmark 7 6 7 7



















Total 1,280 1,714 1,770 1,786
World beer production in 2012 1,951
Market share top 40 countries in 2012 91.5 %
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